Salvage of open tibial fracture with segmental loss of tibial nerve: case report and review of the literature.
We report a case history, treatment, and follow-up of an open comminuted distal tibial fracture with significant soft tissue loss and segmental loss of the tibial nerve and posterior tibial artery. This constellation of injuries with an insensate plantar foot has often been an indication for amputation. In this instance, a functional distal extremity was salvaged with the use of Ilizarov fixation, delayed primary tibial nerve cable grafting, and staged soft tissue coverage. Clinical follow-up and review of the literature on the techniques used are offered for consideration.